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Finishing the Task
by Joe Dunn, GCE Co-Director

…and He made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the
face of the earth, having determined
their appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation, that
they would seek God…
Acts 17:26-27a (NASU)
The number of diaspora peoples
(refugees, immigrants, and
displaced peoples, mostly from the
Middle East and north Africa) has
increased significantly across
Europe in the past few years (over a
million to Germany alone). Their

migration provides those of us
working in Europe with a ‘Kairos
moment,’ much like the walls in
Eastern Europe coming down in the
early 1990s.
Finishing the Task is a collaborative
of churches and mission organizations committed to getting the
gospel to the least reached.
According to Finishing the Task,
there are currently 106 unreached,
unengaged, ethnolinguistic people
groups in Western Europe alone.
This presents us with an unprecedented opportunity to reach
diaspora peoples in Europe with the
gospel and see churches planted.
By reaching the diaspora peoples in
Europe, the possibility of the gospel
extending to many more people
from their country of origin is very
real. Most of these countries are
difficult to access through
traditional missionary means.
As part of GCE’s Vision 2020, one of
our primary objectives is to work

among the diaspora in Europe. We
have teams going and people
strategically relocating to make it
happen. We have boots on the
ground in several of the countries
where diaspora peoples are
concentrated. We are co-laboring
with national pastors and European
mission organizations to work
together on this objective -adopting the unengaged,
unreached diaspora peoples in
Europe – to finish the task.
We need your prayers. We need
short-teams and missionaries
interested in longer terms of service.
We need your generous investments, allowing GCE’s leadership
team the necessary resources to
equip, coach and co-labor on-site
with nationals and our missionary
teams.
Will you seek God about joining
with us?

A Glimpse Into a Refugee’s Life
by Mateo Echeverry, Gator Christian Life, Gainesville, FL
Our three-week exploratory trip to
Stockholm, Sweden was an
eye-opening experience to the
great needs of the thousands of
refugees flooding into Europe.
During our time there, God allowed
us to meet a young man who has
been in Sweden for seven months.
"M" is 15 and came to Sweden from
Afghanistan. When he was 12, the
Taliban blew up a van with his
father inside it. Following the death
of his father, "M" and his two
younger siblings had no way to
survive, so they left their mother
and went to Iran to an uncle's
house.
After two years of being in Iran, "M"
saw he had no future there. He
couldn't go to school and there was
no chance of providing a better life
for himself and his siblings. "M"
decided to leave Iran and started
the dangerous journey to Europe –
a journey that took him a month
and a half. Arriving in Sweden, he
applied for asylum, and is now
awaiting the government’s decision.
Currently he lives in a refugee house

with eight other boys with similar
journeys. We tried to learn everyone's story, but their responses
were all the same: “It’s too hard to
share, the journey was too difficult.”
One said: “If I tell you my story, the
memories will come back and I
won't be able to sleep at night...”
Thousands in Sweden have similar
stories. We believe Jesus allowed

them to survive not only to have a
better earthly life, but also to
provide them an opportunity to
hear and respond to the Gospel! We
had a cookout for them, shared our
testimonies with them, and gave
them two Bibles. They were
overjoyed and immediately began
to read them. We are praying that
God’s Word pierces their hearts and
leads them to trust in Jesus!

Mateo, far left, and his team in Stockholm

A God of Relationships
by Alex Bervik, Denver, Colorado
God has really spoken to me during my three months in Europe (two
months in Stockholm and one month in Athens). It’s amazing how God
takes things I know from Scripture and reinforces them through
experiences. God is a God of relationships, and He desires us to be in
close community with each other. Psalm 133:1 says, “How good and
pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” God used my time
in Europe to reinforce that idea in me.

..

We were doing a prayer outreach in Stockholm and there was a guy
taking selfies in the street. I felt like something was drawing me to talk
to him, but I was nervous, so I hesitated. The brother I was with
approached him and started talking. We connected with him right
away, and came to find out that he is a Christian from Mexico called
Giovanny. I gave him my contact info and invited him to church. He
ended up coming, we built a friendship, and I met with him four or five
more times while we were both in Stockholm. I was able to encourage
him in his walk. Even though that’s not the connection I expected,
that’s what God had in mind.
There are many more examples of people I’ve connected with in
Europe that I can clearly see God’s hand in now. God used me to
encourage these people, but He also used them to encourage me and
build me up. I think I received more from all of the wonderful individuals I’ve met on this journey than I can ever repay. I’m thankful to God for
raising up these believers and teaching me the importance of community, which is something I will carry with me the rest of my life.

Alex, left with Giovanny

My only aim is to finish the race and complete the task
the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying
to the good news of God's grace.
Acts 20:24 (NIV)

Reaching the Balkans
By Evin Schuchardt, College Station, Texas

With a sheepish grin, the Muslim woman said,
"I've never had anyone pray for me like that
before – I feel very joyful!" The Holy Spirit was
giving her a taste of who He is! After sharing
the gospel with her, she decided to follow
Jesus rather than following her past!
This is just one example of what God is doing
in the Balkans, a peninsula and cultural area
extending to the south from central Europe to
the Mediterranean Sea. Barclay and Rose Bell, a
couple from College Station, Texas, are beginning to develop a team to serve unreached

people groups in the Balkans. During the
summer, together with them, we took a
short-term team to this part of Europe, to
discover what life would be like there, and if
God might be calling some of us to join the
long-term team. Our group explored a few
cities in Bosnia and one in Serbia. God is on
the move there – He has brought multiple
organizations together as a team in order to
reach this diverse region. In Bosnia, we were
able to witness the hearts of a few local
believers pleading that God would change the
hearts of their people. And in Serbia, we

shared the gospel and exposed people to our
community of believers in a city of 50,000
where there is not a single follower of Jesus.
Through the conversations and experiences
we had, a few team members are strongly
considering joining the long-term team!

Your Gift Makes
A Difference
To make an on-going or
special financial gift to Great
Commission Europe (GCE),
go to www.mygcm.org under the Giving tab, choose
Search Fund, and type in GC
Europe. Select Give Now and
follow the instructions. Thank
you so much for your gift!
For more information about
GCE, go to www.gceweb.org,
find us on Facebook (Great
Commission Europe) and
Twitter (@_GCEurope),
or email us at
info@gceweb.org.
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